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A STUDENT’S VIEW
OF GENERAL LEE.

RY PROF, MILTON W, HUMPHREYS,

Unlverslty

It gives e plensiira to comply with
youp reqguest, though- I fear that my
contribution will ba of lttle value. Thot
the Uttla Inchdents T shall narrate moy
b entirely Intelllgle, a preliminary statoe-
ment egeams NeceEsATy.

Durlng the session of 1860-61, T was o
Hophiomore at Waoshington College.  In
the spring when wor became lnpvitable,
all acnidemie exerclees were suspended and
the college econverted Into A  military
gohinol, Having remalned to tha close of

this military dourse, T availed myself ufl

the (temporary)  dlsbandment of the
ULEberty Hall Volunteers,! of which enin-
pany I was o member, and went (o wost-
ern Virginle and enlisteg In n battery
Lhnt was bolng formad, [n which T served
til after tha surrender of lLee, 1 wos
unable to return to college untll nearly
ar iafter the closa of the war, when
re-afiferad  the Sophomore closs o Just
whera it hod suspende worlk five yeirs
before. At tl d of this sesslon the ol
Universlty of Vir 4 Hy of Inde-
pendent
Junlor and Boph
warn moerged fnto
mathemntes for the next sesslon
bout the middla of this eecselon I
tutor in La At the end of the
1L professor of
1
ade ndjunct-

of Anclont Languages. with n
i tha faculty. In June, 1568, I re-

thps degree of Master of Arts.

v

cefve
~ Throughout this perlod, and In all the
capaeities named, I often came into con-

with General’ Iea, who had as-
o presidency ot the beginning of
A study of ajl my

tact
xumed
thn messlon of 185504,
Interviews with ‘him would require a
trearisa. I shoell se a few Incidents,
ronfied chlofly to my dealings as u student
with Him, I begin with my Introduction
to himg:
Introduction to Lee,

Wilien I returned, in the spring of 1554,
I reached the college just as lectiires wera
uhout to begin, and the Arst thing T dld
ttend the lectures or recltations
Sophomore class, terminoting with
minthematics, At the closc of the lec-
tura, Professor A, L, Nelson went to Gen-

of Virginin,

of arUitery In Lee's army, In ptirsuance
'

of an ante-hellim eustom, all the students

were nkspmbled at stated Intervals and
somp af them hal to declalm prssages
saloetng '::,\- themealves,  (fenoral Pendla-
ton's only connectlon  with "the college
conalsted In the duty of conducting thesa
overciees, e stmply eriticlzed the decla-
matlong and detalled thoses that wore 1o
decladm  the next time.  Great

| remember
I'to

| General
| sldered

eral Lee's office, which was adjacent, to

armange foran introduction: but Gen. Lee
ceme baok with him, and I wnas in-
trodues] in the lecture-rcom. The con- |

versation lasted a good while, T errone- |
ously supposed that Gen. Lee knew of my
purposs to re-entor eollige, and naturally
1 walted for him to close tha Interview, |
At last, tnking advantage of a remark |

attendad  these occaalons, I do not. re-

L tomber low Teame to be In conversation

tho subject, only
noty  formally
What I .de

with Genernl Les on
I am sura that T was
summaonesd  to his office,
fa that I wns
him  that,  while.  all
hud  profound respact
Pendleton, still  they  con-
compulsory  deeclumatlon usaeless
and tnreasonable, Nothing, apparently,
gitlted from the Interview, The decla-
lons went on—but not long, Four
¢ Inter my Journal had this en-

the
for

tall
etudents

wi

Kt
| try: MThuraday, Moy 3L—Grand blow-un

nt doclamitlon.  Pendioton left in dis-
wust nnd will heap Up no more” A fu-
tilp effort was mada to tevive declamn-

! tlon next sgesslon, and the' abeurd old
custom” was allowed to dis o natural
doath,

General Lec's interest In  the stu-
dents  has often heapn  deséribegd ond
fMustrated, and  the  much-dreaded
summona of offenders fo  the presl-
dent’'s offieca has | reeelved  froquent

mentlon. Just how General Loa dealt with

students on these occaslons, I am happy
to say I do not know by exporfence.  One
instanca, however, I fee] that I know well
enough  to reaord It. A student was
spendipe monsy more lavishly than his

tmenns justified.,. Gen Les sgent for him,

and after an admonitlon on the g¢neral
pubject of living within one's means, he
pointeg out tha student's lack of con-
siderntlon for tha other members of his
family, who were stinting themselves that
hie might recelve nn education, and final-
Iy enid, “and, young man, thls money
which you are squandering represents
Lo gweat of your father's brow.”

That Time the Best.
Though T wis pever stummoned before
Genernl I for dellnquency, It was
my misfortune on one occasion to
Incur his  serijous displeasure and 1o
receélye a Severe rebuke. My health
mid  to b falling ang  General
spoka to me nabout the cause

L

| with mreat solleitpde.  Ha suggested that

perhaps T wos working too hard. T re-
plied: I am so Impatlent to make up

for the time I lost In the army—" I pgot

made by Professor Nelson nbout my work | na  farther. General Liea  flushed and
a3 o student befors tha war, the General | called  my nnma  sharply In an  ex-
Baid: | clamatory  tone, nnd after a slight
“I trust the education ¥ou hava rmi pause, added: “However long ¥ou
cefved will prova sufficlent for your | Hve ani whatever  you  accomplish,
nesd n the battle of Ufe! The delleata | you  will find  that tha time wyou
tact of this remark T dld not ses ot the ' spent in thp Confederata army was the
Ume; one must ponder to appreciats L | most profitably spent portion of your
This Interview, however, I have de- | life Never agaln spenk of having lost
ehlefly  for another purpors, | time in the army.!

I¥ when for thp first time wa meet

of
Tor

disappointmen
noves much
v ma on th
tha opposite

near
iantmaont;

but
aslon the effect wns

felt no trepldatlon

. but as the

end of the interview. ILeo seemed farther

removed, less human, more superhunin,
than I had imagined hiza before [ s:w-l
him, Every subsequent Interview in- 4
or this feeling, 1 do not know '
W Ry actory explanation of
th LI . elther In the case of

Lee or Iy cisa of Washington, who
Bls0 possessed I, has ever beon offersd,

practice, Geno Loe was an advoente of per- |
sonal llberty.  Probably no other great
military chleftaln ever allowed his leu-
tenants as much discretion, This prin-
¢iple ha appled universally,  Hg  had
a double aversion to compulsory attend-
alice of young men at religlous exercises,
When I wis psslstant professor, I found
that T hiad power o fix my own regu-
lations. On one oceaslon [ declded to
adopt a rule which I knew would be
difflendt to enforce unless it hod Gen, |
Lew's sanction. When [ Consulteg himl
about it hie decided, after some roeflec-
ton, that the r was o good ons, but |
warnedd me In general egainst Inflexibio
rules adopted advanees,

| s

Hy sald £pen ofght to ba given an
opportunity - to do thelr duty voluntarily,

and go develop thelr chargcters under
proper Intluences, but not under com-
pulsion or repression.  Then, poumlng to |
read my thoughts, hs startled me by
saying: “The grant mistako of oy lta |
was taking a milltary education.” I have
often wondered what he had In mind as
a better career than thy one le had |
chosen. :
His Belief in Youth,

In this copneetlon, 1 shall mention one
othar Instance In whicl
himself, He bad occusion to warn me
pgalnst undue dffidence Because of my

rebuke
Eéen

underclothing

oW
It 1= well known that, In theory and | them on.”
the garments
expression

rolled fop T.atla,
1 1“"'1\"'?..'
dred and thirteen,'

derstand until
Just after the service, that a studant had

Tamous In
he spoke ot “ise's “war paint” on that fateful morn-
ing at Appomattox. Ishall add anothor
inatance,

he tone In which ho spoke made the
very bitter, and he must have
that I was greatly mortified, and

detalned me when I arcse to depart. The
subject of my health was resumed, and

t

as-1

fact brought out that I dld not and,
malntalned, could not wear woolan
because of ity irritating
effect,. Ife then sald: “If I know you,
1 in te&ch ¥ou to wear It and went
out wnd soon returnesd with two woolen
undershirts, and sald: "I present you
thesa nn the condition that you wear
them out. They are vary historle, Tha
materlal ran the blockade, Old Mrs, Leog
made them, and they reached ma In
the field of Fredericksburg, when the
battle wns raging; but they are too nar-
In the chest for me-even to put
I wag strick by his calllng
“historlc” and using the
“old Mrs, Lea." Dut thls is
off my subjoct.

His Sense of Humor.
An Rustration, though quite unimport-

ant, of General Lee's well-known humaor,
will now be glven, One mom!ng durlng tha

assistant In Latin, T found Cieneral
Lea  nt  the chapel  waltlng  for
tha service to  begin. Ha asked
my tha number of studenis en-

I said: "A hundred and
He replled, “No, it {8 & hun-
Thera was o slight
, which T did not un-
rofessor Whits told me,

twinkle In hig

enrollal for Latn at Generol ILee's
office “the preceding afternoon ot
tha lIast  moment, and  hwl bean
directeg to  meport to ma  at elght

o'clock In the morning, and that Genural

Leo had simply added one to the num-

ber furnished by me, White said General
Lea hod told hlm this, and had requestod

Lim 1o tell me.

General Loa's inclinatlon to taks a hu-
morous view of a altuation has been made
his remark about General

however trivial it may weem,

youthfulness, and smld that the greater ' 0en I wos asalstant In Latin, Professor

part of gl efficlent work was done by
mén befors they passed thelr prime, and
ediled:

"I am (oo old for the work thut T am
trying to do.” No ons would have sgreed
mith him in thls statement, ang those of
us who are ns old w8 Le was then, moy
take ocomfort In the refloction that he
aid not ehow any desire to be chloro-
Tormed.

Declamation by Students.

General Les not only belleved in per-
Eonal freedom, hod confidenca In the
eonsensus of the 3¢5, This fact s fu-
millar, end {t would be Intaresting to
know to what extent he waa guldeg by
the prevaling sentimentz of the atudent
(body, and whit means, {f any, Lo em-
ployed to learn thess sentiments, That

exnmination of ‘o class,
Trews

he attached great Importance to them | cmuse I do not he

fs shown by the fast thag I heard Llm
mora thun  onse 5 dlsawtiafuction
when glowing o
of the larks nu
arrived when the s
Ho would say: 1 pow many old
studenta are returning, That s the
mensure of the success with which wo
rre performing our duty.” I esnnot throw
any clear lght en the questions 1 haye
rideed, The college peper wis not started
untll December, 188, and at best o eol-
lege prper does not olways mefdect the

new atudents that
on was opening,

wera glyen him '

sentiments  of  the majority 1h
students, Ido not belleve General Leo o
took o student Into his explieit con
[ knew of one coss in which ha emphr
rally declingd to recelve from o oatus
who belonged to n dlstingulshed fam)
& confidentlal statomont of his reason tor
fesiring to withdraow from college, And
yet I tind In cipher the followlng enir
In my Journnl: "“Thursd Moy 3 (18 ;

“Conversed with General Lea phout
Genersl  Pendloton and  declamation.”
This wes less than sl weeks aftor my
mutriculntion, wnd yet my yusing elphir
Fhows that T consldersd the conversa-
‘tlon’ ga  belng  impllcitly  confidentlal,
Ganeral W. N, Pendleton wuas st that
tims, 88 ha had heen boefors the war,
rector of the BEpiscopal Church In Lex-

ington, and had during the war risen to

ks Tank of brifadier-general and chisf

| ¥rom old ' homestends

']{."-’_-r the dead thelr walch

Harrla and myself wers conducting the
Genernl Lea was
ng Always ﬂur{nw the ornl part
of the exumination. Professor Harris
questioned  his  pon,  Wirt (who was
n member of  thp claag), long and
minutely, nnd  at  last  neked him
B very difflcult questlon, Young
Haorrls  (all unconselously, as ha af-
terwards  assyred ‘me}  bent forward
knitted hin brows, riveted hig Byas upnr;
ming, and remained in that attituds tin
General Lea burst inte a hearty lnugh
and sald: "He 1a trylng tp absorb ii
rrrJrrn Mr. Humphreys.'

Thera are many ather Incidents tha
might norrate: but my letter, T rs-{f:r'l I:
alraady toa long. I could  tell snma' of
vustly more Interest than any of tha
nbove, Lt I rr_-r.—u]!n from dalng 20, ba-
lova that e 2
would have consented Lo thﬂr'nzl\":i- 11‘:;5“
ing publlhed, The Incldents that I hav,
narrated, I am awnre, are trivial in I.hmr:
selves, but nothing ecan ta colled Inslg-
nificane that adds anyvthing to our knowl-
edgs of Robert B, Lee

_—
Dixie,
IN MEMORIAM,
In dnys that ne'sr shall b : 4
In the sunny, Land or Cmf‘ﬂfnrhnth,n,

Awny down South in Dl:c!uI

The bewrdless boys, the m-an’lr: ETLY

murehod wwyy
Awiy down South {n Dixie, i

t, | flonr the South wina softly slghing

"Hove {n gray fall, fighting, dyving
P.-\\\m- down Bouth In Dixia,

Mighting, dying, mothors weenlng,
ity keeping
AwWay down South In Dixle fasts

:-’;:;\L\'l; s left to tell the story,

' enusn 18 wrenthod with glory
].I.Ir\;.vu_\.'tne.wn SBouth in Dixle, et
L Dot the bauner; proudly wayv it
Par the mun who diesd o M}':rn It W)

Away! down Bauth In Dixle; I
Bhall nevor, never Lo forgotten
In the sunny Land nf i_'mr.--u,' i
Away down Houth |\n Lixin,
LUCY C, DABNEY.

Lexington, Vi

disorder,

amboldoned:

MISS AMELIA V.
Newpurt Newn High School

GODWIN,

Large Number of Papers Sent in

and the Decision a Dif-
ficult One.

Tlip Times-Dispatch contest for the beat
papers by ‘hlgh achool puplls on the lfe
and charaotor of Genernl Teo has attract-
od Wldespread Intorest. A lnrge number
of papers wore sent In from both oity. ang
aountry schools, nnd many of them wery
ot mich axcollent charncter as to. make
the nwarg o most difeuit one The hand-
suma'pnlrl.mitn of Gonernl Lea offeted nas

\prlzes g0 to the Mathews High School,

Mathews Courthouse, Va;' the Newport
Glebe

Newa  High 8chool ond . the
School, of this city. The papers, by which
the portraits wore won, ara printed here-

with:

WINNERS IN SCHOOL CONTEST
FOR HANDSOME LEE PORTRAITS

rori i

; BLANTON.
Glebe Schooly, Richmand, Vo,

‘MASTER W. I

r'Rbbert Edward Lee

To ol who admire genhus in' o great
commander, to all who prize trud worth
and merit in a citizen of spotless intogrity,
to all who appreciate self-sacrifice. and
magnanimity In a patriot,-to all who love

nobleness of mind and uprightnesa of 1ife,

{'both public and domestie, no man appeals

perhaps more strongly or awnkens o
keener Interest than does Robert Edward
Les, A soldier without an*equal, o man
without a peer.

The eldest son of “Light Horse Harry'
Les, tha valiant and eourageous goldler of
the Revolution, Robert spent hie youth n
such pastimes and. occupations ns woern
customary and becoming In the son of n
Inrge lnnd ewner and prominont cltl-
zen in early days of the
Commonwealth, While  comparatively
young he entered West Polnt Military
Academy. His handsome oand comely fig-
ure, combined with his graceful and sol-
dlerly bearing, won admiration from all
His scholarly attainments and deportment
while there wars s8Uch as (0 ciusa his ap-
polntment upon graduation to the Unit=d
States corps of engineers—a position of
honer and distinction.

Throughout the Mexican War he ren-
dered  Invaluable ald to General Seott
and was recognized by him as the fore-
most officer of that celebrated campalign.

Wa see the key-note of his whola: life
sounded when at tha outbreak of the
Clvil War he was called upon to decide
whether he would support the Unlon, or
cast in his lot with and share the fate of
his native State. [t was a eruclal point,
a crisia in the life of our great hero, On
one side, by the offer of the Suprema cot-
mand of the whole porthern army, lay

tha

hopes of a brilllant milltary career, final |

success, honor angd glory, On the other
slda, Iny no such prospocts of earthly
gudn, no such glorious aspects of success,
but the eall of duty was loud and clenr,
It was indeed a critleal moment, but his
ears wera not deafened to that call, Ia
heard Its pleadings—he oboyed.

On offering his pervices to his natlva
Btate, was appolnted commander of
Virginia's troops o the field and labored
to drill, traln and provida for their needs
In the war which he know to be inevitable,

When in tha battla of “Seven Plnes,"
“The Army of Northern Virginla" was
deprivad of ita general-ln-chies by the
severa wounds of Johnston, ha was ap-
pointad to suceead him In tils lmportant
und responslble position,

At this timg the cannon of MeClollan
were thundering almost at the very gates
of Richmond Itself, Lee's position was
difficult, that of the South dangerous and
preoarious In the extrame, naverthelogs he
wes equal to the emergency, Lee display-
ed such energy, Inslght ond ability that
after weveral da¥s of tho most ardugus
lahor and desperata Nghting AleClollan
was compelled to fall back and thus the
capital of the Contfederacy waas [resd
from an Impending capture. After this,
three separate (Dvading armies In succes-
elon  attempted to force thelr way o
Richmond, It belng the ultlmate end of
each campalgn.  But each army was hurl-
ed bagk upon Woshington with ever In-
cressing force, The battles of *'Second
Maonassas'", Fredaricksburg nnd Cheneel-
larsvilla nrp falr Instances of tho over-
whelming defeats infllcted by Lee upon
tha Narth about this time.

In the summer of the same year Les
determined to moye north. For dolng this
hs had a thres-fold end in view; hs
hoped to encouroge the slready half in-
clined Mnorylanders to deelare thelr In-
depandence he cherlshod hopes of captur-
Ing Washington and finally he deemed It
probable that this move (especlally If ha
eould aecomplish one of tha aforewnon-
tloned objects,) would Influence forelgn
natlons to recognize the independance of
ths Confederacy. But, alas! All hla
plans were trustrated at Gettysburg.

After the unsuccessful termination of
thls campodgn the Confederatea fell back
to, permeverg doggedly to the end. Tater
Loe engaged the almost innumerabls hosts
of the victorlous Grant In the remarka-
la batties of the Wilderneas, huat agninst
mich fearful odds he could hold out no
longer. Acvcordingly, he surrendered the
last remnant of hls worn nond exhausted
army lo GGrant At Appomatiox.

After an unsuccesaful attempt on tha
purt of the North 1o Indlet General Lee
on. the charge of treason,’ he was made
Preaident of Washington College,  and
tried to dlvert his ming from the misery
anid distress he snw around him on overy
alde by educating the hardened soldier ot
the: hattle fleld, thus rendering hlm it
for tha dutics of llfe which would devolve
upon him in his new ealling. k.

Hut the seenes of desolatlon and sorrow
which pervaded hls natlve land well nigh
hroke his grent heprt,  Amld thesa sl ox-
periences Lee passed away. TIo had comn-
furtl.—nl_ ho o had encouraged, ho hod sor-
rowed for, he hnd wept for his suffering
fellow-country-men,  Friend and foo allke
honared bis memory. 1I'hoe Houth mourned
hor great loss and could not bo comforted,

A mpn of eosmopoliton reputation gl
renown; hle fume hons confined itself not
to Amerien nor to Burope, but has penes
tratad every cornepr of the globe,  When
ghall his glory fude or wax dim

minds of thi ol thls Bouthland
of hla? When shall he he forgotien Ly
minkingd or when ahall ho pass from the
meniory  of pastority ong  the  elvillaed
world? A man so noble, B0 trup, 80 purg,
8o elevated, of such good report, spaken
of thy' Benntor 10 a8 YCoeesdr without
WE ambition, Frederlel without his tyran.
Ay, Nupaleon without his seltishness mnd

ha

Washington without his raward,'
y W, D. BLANTON,

in the |

_'-“Marse Robert. ’."

RobertEdward Lee

Many commanders have been admired
by thelr soldlers; fow have been loved.
Alexander, - Napoleon, Waellington—each
gained that enthusinsm which the daz-
zling milltary genlus of a man has al-
ways drawn from his wondering brother
man; but none of these, and perhaps no
genoral In the long ranks of history,
has won such love ns was given by the
troops of the Confederacy to Robert B,
Len, 1

The reason for this lles in the trent-
ment' of the soldier. To most of the
great leaders, whosa brillinnt achieve-
ments have sent their names rolllng
“down the corrldors of tme,” ‘an army
iz but a part of n great mechanlsm, a
means to ap end. To accomplish & pur-
posa, hundreds are huried into hopeless
dutructlﬁn,,as If thay formed meraly
somo great machine of war, soulless,
Inanimate.
to be moved aot wlll over the chess-
board of battle. Unilke thesa milltary
generals, whoss, martinl famo has been
bought by the: blood of thousands, Leo's
reputation never eost tha needisss death
of ons man, for he sald,
aacrifica my milltary reputation, and
quintly reat under unjust censure, than
tp unnecessarily sacriflce the e of a
singla one of my M To him, each
soldler In  his columns was an indi-
vidual, & human belng, with a heart and
goul, With hopea and aspirationg lke his
own. They were hls “hoys'; ha loved
each one. Tha tent greeting which he

gave them, the hearty handelasp, the
hopes in the face of dlscouragement—
each was & “tou of kindness” that
mmile “tha wholn of hlz camp

“kin"'—bound by
loyulty to one a
loved ‘‘Marse Fu

There were tn
which, seen throt

and to their be-
5 in° Lea's charecter
tha eyes of his sol-
dlers, Insplred each man with o davo-
tion that approached ldolatry, Hls sense
of duty, hls tenderness, his Christianity,
his lack of bitterness toward the North
and his devoiion to the South—these
quallties mede him the soldler's ldeal.
Duty, the soldler's wnoilch-word, was
the key-nota of Lee's life. In the hord
strugzle of breaking old ties and re-
nounclong the
in tha many hard-fought
long Clvil War; in the heartrending sur-
render at Appomattox; In every position,
lhowever difficult, Les stood befora his
men tho personificatlon of duty, winoing
their respect and love, Thils sentence,
whicn he wrote as odvice to his son,
dominated his whaole life: *“Duty ls the
sublimest word in the Ingllsh lan-
suage.!
2 Tgat. trait in Lee's character which
wis perhaps most strongly felt by his
soldiérs wnas his tenderness. Each ane

wis tho object of his kindly solleltation.
“hoyu't |

His heart went out to hils
wounded gr fever-stricken, and no father
oould hnve watched over them miore
anxtously, He gave to them thes few rare
luxurles which friends had intended for
himself, and he endured all the hard-
ehips of the private's life. For thele
sake he gave up all hablts which, whila
harmless In themselves, might prove a
bad example to hls men.

Hesldps Lea's tenderness,  which won
tho hearis of his goldlers to him, hia
Christlan)ty, unobtrualye as It way earn-
est, turned them to his God. Thelr
gpiritunl welfare wag of deep importance
to him, and he alded hls chaplain In
avery way to bring religlon Into the
hearts of his men. Nearly every mill-
tary dispatch sent by him contained tha
noma of “Christ, the royal Master, and
all victorles were attributed to ‘‘the grace
of God.! Yot theso alluslons were nover

for effact, Ha llved his rellglon day brl
day, and ths exampls wWhich he get not;
only for his soldlers, but also for the |

world, Iz that of a falthful, earnest,
prayerful Christlan soldler,

Lae's lack of bitternesa toward the
North at 1 time when mallca toward the
Federals had reached ita hlghest point
was tha best example which he could
have set ty hls soldlers. When hs mode
hia Northern invasions, though the ory
ot the South was for retullation for the
ravages committed in thelr Southland,
he deeclaresd agninst all plundering, pun-
Ishing offendnrs with the utmost severity,
Fla nttitude townrd Northern prizoners
waa king In tha highest degres—the llv-
ing illustratlon of the text, It thino
enemy hunger, feed him; If he thirst,
glve him drink,*

Of Les's devotlon to the SHouth no
words are needed. A bright page In the
dark history of the Civil War, 1t la known
to every one. To Iee's soldlers, fght-
ing for thalr country and thalr rights,
this wag tho supreme tle which bound
thelr hearts to that of their heloved
“Marse Robert.'*

S0, even though defeat ot length bowed
Toe's noble head In surrender, hig ''boys'
never filterad In thelr deep lova for him,
They reallzed that it wos not his fuult.
It wis as he had =ald at Appomottox:
Wi hnve fought through the wap to-
gether; 1 have done the best L could
for ¥o 411

AMELIA V. GODWIN, '07,
Newport News High School,
Newport Nows, Vi
e e

Recognized by the North,

I o not gen how [ oon write anything
of eupecin]l Intevest about CGeneral Lee,
In fuct, thero does not §eom to me uny
specinl reton now why ' we, who ara
known t6 he partial to him, should eall

Itles, for tpey nre balng tully recognized
by the North, nnd what such men as
Chreelon Frunels: Adams and Tayman Ah-
bott siy abiont film has & good deal more
welght thin anything I ean say,
Youra very truly, ¥
T, M R TALCOTT,
Iohmwond, Va,, Jenusry 10, 1907,

Vast leglons are but pawns, |

"1 hnd rather |

| as bautlfully

| other.
;& “"Washington,

On writing of the lifs and character
of Robert I3. Les, the avernge high-
school student ean produce few original
thoughts. . We shall all doubtless fall
far short of justlen to our great subfect.
The beauties of his character should bo
portrayed In the loftlest wversa of a
Homepr or a Milton. In a true and falth-
ful description of the nachlevements on
gory  battleflelds, tha narratlve of tha
historian reads llke fiction. TI0ls lofty
puatrlotiam and benlgn Influence on Vir-
ginla and the 8outh, furnish abundant
themes and Inspiratlon for the most sub-
llme heolghts to which human oratory
ean attain,

Weatmoreland county, whosa soll
been hallowed as  the blrthplacs
Washington and holding hils sacrod dust
within her embracs, was twilee blesaed
when, within hor borders one century
ago, January 19, 1507, the eyes of Robert
‘. “Lea flrst saw . the light. The lfne
of Washington must have had n great
influenca in forming the character nf Lea.
Spending his bovhood among peopla who
held fresh In memory the acts aml most
important labora of tha great “Father
of hls Country,’ added to the fact that
his father, “TLight Horse Harry" Tae,
wns a8 lfelong and Intimate friend
Washington and chosen by Congress to
pronounce his eulogy, makes It esmall
wonder that the character and life of
the younger TImse should resemble In so
many partlculars that of Washington,
Tha slements of tha greatness which
adorned tha charactar of tha one ware
displayed in that of the
bean most aptly called
without hly success."™
The words used by his father In the
Famous eulogy on Wishington, “First
in war, first In peace, and first in the
hearts of his countrymen,' apply with
onual fitness to him, If “eountrymen'®
should he taken to mean the peopls of the

had
of

He hins

“Hiar-Bpangled Banner'';
battles of ths |

South, for whom he a0 earnestly labored
and so bravaly fought.

Descended  from a race of warrlors
and having all the Instincts of a soldier,
he very naturally sought o milliary edu-
caton, and, at the age of elghteen, en-

| tered the Military Acpdemy at West

Paint, At the end of o four ::"-m-s‘ COUrse,
tia gradunted the first in military and
tha second {n general standing of o large
and- brillant claga. He was su fonk

tious In the discharge of all hia dutles
and 80 careful In his department that,
in his four yeajs' course &3 & cadet, ha
dld mot rececive a single  desoer n
ths Mexlcan “War ho 8o distingulshed
himself under General Scott In tho cam-
palgn from Vern Cruz to the Me.
Copltal, a8 to win admission and esteem

| from hias comrades, and promotion and

unstinted pralse from his superior offl-
ecery.  Genernl  Scott  expressed the
opinion that "‘Colonal Lea was the great-
est llving soldler,” and deslred him to
ba hia successor as commander-ln-chief
of the Unlted States Army.

When the clouda of '6l bagan to gather
and the thunders of approaching war wns
heard, wa nre naot surprised that Vir-
ginia should eall upon her ablest aon
to ald In her defenss, What o momen-
tous deolslom  this greay man, then in
tha prime of a superh manhood, waa
callad upon to maks! On one hand the
ehlet command of the Federal armies,

| soldlers;
|frlend5. Virginla, whose name from in-

on {0 hls desds or hla noble qunl=

backed by inexhaustabla  resources,
wealth and countless’ hordes of eager
on tha other, homs, kindred,

fancy he haod been taught to reverence
and love, and a causs, which nons better
than he know, was almost a forlorn
hope, Leaving tho fasua with the God
of battles, he -unhesltatingly choss the
sida of his native State, and bholdly drew
his sword In her defense. Ta hlg declslon
right or wromg: no one to-day who knowa
tho clrcumstancos and the character of
the man, will for an {nsetant doubt that
he did what he consldared his highest
duty, Great things wers saxpected of
Io0; zreat wore the deeds he performed.
Alwaya vastly outnumbered and con-
tonding agninst almest Inexhaoustoble re-
gources, the asuccess of the Army of
Northern Virginia has placed ita com-
mander slde by slde with the “great
cuptalng of history.,” Mlilltary critics,
who seem  best able to Judge almost
unanimously declire him the ablost gon-
aral America has produced,

Finally whon digeass and  starvation
had sccomplished what Federal nrma
had tried in vain to do, and the preat
chieftlan with hls herole band of falth-
ful followers lay down thelr arms at
Appomatiox Courthouse, they left to ua
tho most glorlous cxampla of herolsm
and daring that history has ever re-
coried,

Tho charncter of Lea was the culmina-
tlon of all that was good aond noble
In n long llne of lllustrious ancestors.
'Tha woles of duty waos  to him the
volea of God.” Unmindful of personal
glory or muaterinl advanceoment, he ac-
cepted the  presldency of Washington
Collega In' 1866, that he might continue
to labor. for his loved Houth, - Bpoce
will barely permit me to mention the
wonderful progresa; of that  Institutlon
durlng the five years of his prealdency.

When on' the 18th of October, 1870, hia
puro soul went up to God, two hemis-
pheres wept  together for grief at tha
doath of thls grent soldfer, puro patrjot
and  exemplary  (Christlan  gentloman,
Muay the satudy of his mohlo charpeter
insplre the youth of our Iand with pure
nnd  unseliish potriotism; may his fame
inerangs with thme; in tradition, in hila-
tory, and in song— :

"Let it roll from soul to soul,
And grow foraver and forever!!'
BERTIN LEE WEHITH.

\t{lrthuws High Bchiool, Mathews G H.,
o t

il

or | e,

SAW HIM IN BLUE
AND THEN IN GRAY

BY MRS, MARY PEGRAM ANDBREON,

Onn morning on the parade-groimd at
Jost Point 1 eaw a distingulshed look-
i offlcer talklng to my mother. An 1
drew near sho presented me te “Colonasl
Lee)'! then suporintendent of (he neade-
my. Oreoting mo. with  n  charming
siiilla of welcome, he setmed to me the
handsomest mon that I had ever soen,
erect, his  well-proportioned  form
cald in the becoming blun and gold of
tha United Btates Army, he wan the per-
fectlon of manly nnd soldierly beaily and
dignity,  HMis halr and moustache—the
only teard that he then wore—svera o rlcy
hrown, his eyes wero bright and keen,
yot moftoned by kindly exprosslon; hia
teatli ' were parfept, all of his fenturcs
j\]\-nru good, and his face noble In  overy

na, :

When I noxt saw CGeneral Lep he was
drossod In the gray unifarm of the Con-
federney; hils hdalr and beard—the lntter
covering all the lower part of hix foce—
were gray, Ha scomed many years older,
amd,  of courss, much eaddencd, vet
grander and more Impressive than ever,
Onee,  lnter on, 1 ventured to protest
agilnat the heavy beard, and plended for
hla rotaining anly the moustaches, as
when I first knew him, He seemed
amused, and laughlngly sald, “Why, you
would not have n soldler . the flald
not to look rough, would you? There s
ittla tiIme thers for ahnving and personal
adornment.'' Of course T know he was
right, yet It meomed to tho woman's eyn
a pity to conecal any of his nobin
features,

As the daye grow darker for olr cause,
Gonoral Lee's chiaf relaxation when in
Rlehmond, seemed to be In playful in-
tercourse with the lttle glrls  whom he
mot ot his home And elsewhers, YWhen
calllng on thelr parents, he would often
say: “T don't want to seo you, you are
ton gloomy and despondent; whers s
Lou? or Lizzle? or Mary? as thy name
might hoppen to bo.

But It waa after the surrender at Ap-
pomatlox, whon ha was a prisoner of
wir on parols, that T was brought Into
closer personal relations with General
Lee, Golng out but 1ittla during the
day, when our atresta wers pervaded by
our Faderal guardinne, he took hlg swalk
genernlly towards twillght, his youngest
deughter, Mildred, scarcely out of the
gehoolroom. his constant companion, Fe-
turning  from the suburbs, they would
sometimes stop to see my mother and

her two o daughtors, 1 visit of frinndly
sympathy and condolence,  Two Rons of
our hoisa hald recenly fallen In Bittln..
Major-Genernl John Pegram and Colone

Willlam J. Pegram, The remalnlng one,
Malor James W, Pogram, adjutint on
Genernl Mwell's sinff, wns with the othee
Confolderntes of the surrender ot Johin-
mon's Island, a prlsoner of war, In thesn
twillght tadks Ge oral Lae wouldl revea]
hla Innerself ns novar before, Onea wlien
I Illlnulrllvﬂly Apika with bitterness of
the foe, I pxpeeted a mild robuke from
oue over prudent and chnaritabla leader,
On the contrary, lo appenred to think it
natural thint 1 whould feel as ©odid, and
he gave me, In n fow words, an insight
Into hls feelings on that subject that
greatly surprised me,

Ono evening he suid: I hiove had a
slngular and Interesting  experlence  ta-
day, Four or five Confedoriato prisonors
rileaged  on purole  enlled to see e,
They wern ragued, solled, almoat shoso-
ltgs,  Ona of thom, spenking for tho
rest, sald:  ‘Genernd, wae  ire golng to
Our liomes In Roanoke county; ull of us
hive land  there,  Wo  want you to go
Wit us,  Wo will bulld you the best
hottse wa can. Wo wll farm for yous
fish, shoot and supply you with feod,
and - wo will dafepd yvou with our llves
agidnat all {nvaders,' By that time all
the men were mobbing Ilke children, tha
teirs streaming down thelr cheeks, nnd
rot & handkarchiof among them.' “Thon,'
continued the Genernl, “I left the room
for n moment to ask Mra, Leo to give
me all of tha handkorchisfs that could
be spared.  Bhe had, however, been send-
Ing 80 freely to the hospitals that she
had left me but r Bearcity supply of
anything. Retumning to the room and
glving to the men all the handkerchlefs
1 eould find, I thanked them. with all
my heart for thelr genarous offer, told
them that I hoped to ba abie to maks
a support for my famlly and myseif,
and bade them go home and do Nke-
wise, They left, with thanks and prom-
iges, nnid I eannot tell you how deeply
I wns touched by the devollon of these
poor follows.'!

Soon after thls Genernl Ten wont to
Lexington, and I suw him only ones or
twlos afterwards, but T  hava often
thought that the one consoling fuet of
the war was the revelation to tha world
of Robert B, Ieo and hig herole army,
Muy they be an [neplration for all tme
to tha men of our Houthern land,

HIS ASSOCIATIONS
WITH SAVANNAH

So much has been written of our great to be the best and greatest man this

littlo that I can add te the atory of his
One of my uncles, John Mackay,
of Savannah, Ga, was his classmate and
Intimate friend, and also an englneer,
When they producted from West Point,
thay were both ordered to roport for
duty to General Mansfheld, who was
building Fort Pulaskl on an island at
the mouth of the Savannah Rliver. After
staying at ths fort a short time, Lieu-
tenant Maoackay persuaded him to move

to his mothar's houss in the city, as
they could go to the fort every morn-
ing by boat. Thly they did, and then
bagan in the gay little city the strong
friendship that ended only with life,
My unclo died young, but General ILee's
lotters to him for fifteén years, are still
in existence, for after the bullding of
the fort, they were sent to different posts,
and General las was never but a few
days ot Ao time In Savannah after that,

L until 1861, when glven the command of

South Carolina and Georgin Ho reached
Charleston at midnight, and found many
of thp beautiful old homes, with thelr
interesting contents and  hlstorles, In
n blaze; and he, with Jolonel Long, his
chief of stafr, immedlately went to work
to blow up houses in the nelglborhood
and remove material from the track of
the flames, ond s probably saved the
rest of the elty, for the tids was out,
nnd the elty supply of water axhauated,

When General Lee arrived In Suvannah,
Mra, Mackay, the mother of his friend
anld to him, “Your old quarters are at
your service, and we would be glad
to have wyou aith us;" but though
whean In the eity he usually spent his
evenings there, resting in a large old-
fashioned chafr, that was olways
called “General Lea's chair,” ha never
spent 4 night In a privata houss, we
suppoge for fear tho enemy might re-
sent it, If they got possesslon of the
clty. 1In March, 1862, he was recalled
to Hlchmond.

Before 18680 there were always ar-
my and navy officors statloned about
pur (sorgia const, and I remember
well one dlscussion that nover sgemed
to loss Intorest for them: “In event
of n war with a forelgn power, who
would take General Scott's place? As
yenrs were telllng on him." The dis-
cusslon alwayas quickly narrowed down
to two names, Albert Sldney John-
ston and Robert H. Lea, and usually
declded on ths latter, for though the
formor was 4 “genlus of war,' the lat-
ter's “great stabllity, and devotion to
duty,” would win the declalon. It
1a perhaps forgotten now that all
bridges bullt over the Mlasissippl atl
Ht. Louls were washed away, until
Gen, Lee was gent to bulld one, and,
though there are otherm there now, his
has stecdl the tide of river, traffle, and
men for all these years, and s stlll
in use,

Tho last time I saw General Les ba-
fore the war, wos In & mornlng visit
with my slster, at Arlington, In tho
fall of 1858, Tils daughter, Annle,
who died In 1802, wfas In her rich
dark coloring, character, quiet dlgnicy
and charm of mnanner very like  him,
and to whom he was very dovoted,
wneg my intlmats Irlend, and when
saying goad-by o her, he come down
the steps, and stood behind us, puttlng
o hand on each of us, he suid: “No
tears at Arlington, no tears” It is
now a place of tears.

In 1870 his daughter, Agnes, and he,
went Bouth, and he bade me writs to
his frlends In Geoorgle, that 'ths old
man would not be able to go to the
mountains to ses them, mand they must
1ofurn to Savannah, end opan the old
Mackay home agaln” I wrote and the
few who were stll lving went down
to recelva hm, and all the clty rejolced
to have him thera, and ald all they
could ‘to show thelr love and admira-
tion The firset 'parade of Southern
troopa in Savannah pitar the war was
un bis birthday, in honor of him, and
s encl year passes the day Is kept
now, not only Ly the troops, but by
the ohlldren of the Confederacy alao,

On General Lee's return from that
journey they wers In thla city for
ona morning, and I epent it with them.
Befare they wont South I had told
tim how the poople loved, admlired
and belleved In hilm; but one part of
his greatness: waa hig beautitul humility,

and  ha could not reallze the feel-
Ing hls people had Tor him. I
have nlways felt  thankful  that
he look that Journoy, that the

ovations of the people nt every station,
in avery State, and' olty he' pagsed
through would agsure him of their
love, Many went more than a hupdred
milea to look onegs more at the face,.

and hear the volce of him they lnew

| eaptaln and chlef, thag 1 fool there 1s[country ever knew—though he dled =
poroled prisoner, who could not Inave

the boundary of Virginin without a
special parmit from the United Statos
Government.

HKATHERINE C. STILES.

The TFellow-Countryman,

Child of Weatmoraland! son of the ages|
Citizen of all lands, subject of nops.
Thou filleth the worll's yearning

I'or one towaring high,
And gleaming to gulde

pole-muin,

Pillar of greatness bullt upon goodneas|
Lighthouse unhorizon'd by land or by

like tha lona,

BEQ,
Glving thy luminance to all clvil ellmes
And lending the rhythm ot thy life's falx
BONE,
Like n worll-minstrel
chimes,
Heauty and gentlemess, purity ang truth,
Enamor'd thy childhood and flower'd thy

of soul-spoken

youth,

And dower'd thy manhood with the lustra
of morn,

'THl the mlow cllmbing nxes resached

their high noon

In the blaze of tha life of Laos.

Ian of Virginia! America’s Lae!

Iee of lone Europs long bereft of & man!

Thy coming, prophetic of a new knight-
hood,

Refashion'd tha race-type to the Christ
lald plan,

How dwarft arse the heroes of Hellar
and Rome—

How darkling to eyes which have pored
upon Lee!

Contred and widened, parfectsed In him

Was ths best of the old, the grace of
the new—

Matrix of men who will light far To-Ba—

Boript of the morrow-man's lordllest ylaw,

Men of the South! drink his charm'd
BLOTY.

Mecn of the North! refreshen your souls

Aftor your chaae In the ungloried wild

¥or tha dollars set free by hands of

Toll—

For the prize of on office, tha toy of
A chlld.

Come, rest in serenity and fn all noble-
ness

When clad In ths vesturs of Duty and
Lova

Which mantled the goul of the world-
own'd Lae.

Head-knlght of the centurles!

Gray Palladin of Truth!

Modest and gentla as thy land's vips

ging

Who In thought's clean loom thelr tapes-
trics weave,

Of thou mastar of fielda where the long
battles relgn'd.

Hero of peace which vengeance ne'er
stoined! .

The defent of thy arms wert & trlumph
tfor thee,

And gave rapture to comradea

Who gtill had th.Ir Lea.

Lee of Westmoreland! stand for thy
christening— i

Lea of all lands where manhood hath
throne—

Mankind's fellow-countryman,

And glft by Virginla on the ages

bestowm,
RORBRERT BURKHOLDER.

No Nobler Citizen

A hundred years ago, on the 13th of
this month, Robert H. Les was borm.
Amerten has had no nobler citlzen, All
that Is best in the South, or Inthe coun=
try, seemed to centre In this grave,
gtrong, devoted man.  Befora thp war
ha was looked upon as the most brillinnt
officer in the army, He regretted tha
approaching confllot, Badly he took him
plarg In It.  He stood throughout os a
tower of strength, & contra of Insplration,
amd Dig lved hls llfe afterwads as A
model of peaceful and self-respecting
manhoad, Somo nuthorities think him the
greatest general the war brought forth:
soma do not. Nobody can fall to ses In
him a man In whom every part of our
country must rejolce, of whom North and
South should allke be proud. Whan &
leader fa @0 wvirtuous and so great ho
heacomed a herltage foy avas i |
In succendlng time, whether that Ameri-
oan Awell one slda of ths Potomae or the
other, Loa to-duy fs n glory to the un-
derstanding North, svon as Linooln {5 &
glory to tha undaerstanding South, They
gtand togethor ns two figurss, of hernla
slze, yot of perfect’human nearnsss, sida
by sldn In the bitter wor ng out of hiss

tory,—Colller's Weelkty, =

a




